
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Simpson Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, February 3, 2014 – 5:30 pm 

 
 
A meeting of the City of Belton Parks Board was held on Monday, February 3, 2014, in the Simpson 
Room at the Harris Community Center.  Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Diane Ring, 
T.R. McLaughlin, Daniel Bucher, and Chair Josh Pearson.   City Staff in attendance included Assistant 
Public Works Director Byron Sinclair, Recreation and Events Director Sandy Slade, Building 
Superintendent James Grant, and Recreation Coordinator Matt Bates. 
 

1. Call to Order.  
Vice Chair Daniel Bucher called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 

2. Public Comments. 

There were no public comments. 

 

3. Consider minutes from the January 6, 2014, Parks Board meeting. 

Mr. Pearson corrected the typo of the date in the agenda item to 2014 verses 2013.  Mrs. Ring 

made a motion to approve with a second from Mr. McLaughlin.  The minutes were approved as 

amended, 3-0. 

 

4. Receive an end-of-season soccer report from Chad Doyle, Coordinator of Sports for 

Belton Christian Youth Center. 

Mr. Doyle told the Board that the season was productive with 36 teams, including 362 players.  

He said the only problem they had was with the trash piling up and the restroom toilet weren’t 

flushing properly.   

 

Mr. Bucher asked how many fields were painted at Heritage.  Mr. Doyle responded with 4 big 

fields and 8 small fields. 

 

Mrs. Ring asked about the 3-year projection and the numbers decreasing.  Mr. Doyle said they 

predict a decrease with the new league starting in Belton for spring.  Mrs. Ring said that it was 

good that kids are just playing the sport and Mr. Doyle agreed.  Mrs. Ring followed up with a 

question about the written description of bent goals on the field and Mr. Doyle believes they may 

have been damaged from movement during mowing.  He does not believe the goals need 

replacement at this time and it is possibly a carry-over from last season. 

 

Mrs. Ring asked about the ant problem.  Mr. Doyle said that they emailed staff.  She then 

followed up with asking about the trash problem.  Recreation & Events Director Slade asked Mr. 

Doyle if the trash was being dumped by the league and Mr. Doyle said no.  Mr. Doyle said he was 

aware that it was something they (BCYC) was to do and discussion continued regarding the 

agreement between the City and BCYC. 

 

5. Consider changes to a previously approved plan to establish a special needs playground 

in Heritage Park. 

 

a. Amendment to the Parks & Recreation Strategic Plan 2010-2020 to revise use and 

replace current playground to accommodate for a special needs playground in 

Heritage Park. 



b. Approval of revised concept plan and revised location for a special needs 

playground, replacing an existing at Heritage Park, in partnership and cost-share 

with the Belton Lions Club. 

 

Mrs. Slade gave the Board an overview of the timeline of events and revisions that have occurred 

since the original approval of the project in October of 2012.  The revised elements of the plan 

include moving the playground to Heritage Park and partner with the City to utilize Capital 

Improvement Project funds that have been committed to replacing an aging playground next to 

the H-E-B Pavilion.   

 

Mrs. Slade explained that with the approval of the Parks Board and ultimately the City Council, 

the Lions Club with the City’s assistance in logistics, would retrieve estimates for the project.  

Lions will be applying for a grant from Lions International at a 50% match.   

 

The details of the exact costs will come at a later date with the City’s dedication of funds not 

exceeding the allotted $50K for Heritage Park playground enhancements.  Mrs. Ring asked if 

dedicated handicapped parking would be considered and designated if needed.  Mr. Sinclair 

confirmed that the consideration and adjustments would be made accordingly.  Mrs. Ring asked if 

the playground being taken out could have some recycled parts and Mrs. Slade confirmed that 

parts would be kept if possible, as some of the existing playgrounds may need repair with similar 

pieces. 

 

Mrs. Ring made a motion to approve the special needs playground in Heritage Park and Mr. 

McLaughlin seconded.  The motion passed, 4-0.  Mr. McLaughlin made a motion to approve a 

revised concept plan, with a second from Mrs. Ring.  The motion passed, 4-0.   

 

6. Receive an update from Belton Parks and Recreation staff regarding park projects, 

recreation activities, YAC, and special events, including: 

a. Potential BISD gym interlocal agreement 

b. Trail grant application at Confederate Park 

c. Heritage Park 5th baseball field 

d. One Community One Day event 

e. Guthrie Eagle Scout project update 

f. Ultimate Frisbee Tournament 

g. UMHB discussions 

 

Prior to discussing the agenda item, Mrs. Slade introduced Mr. James Grant, current Building 

Superintendent as the future new Parks Superintendent when Dennis Browning retires on 

February 21.   

 

Mrs. Slade gave the Board an overview of all of the topics listed in the agenda item.  Mr. Sinclair 

updated on the additional baseball field at Heritage Park, indicating that the top soil would be 

placed soon.  Mr. Bates discussed the upcoming Ultimate Frisbee tournament.  He also informed 

the Board on the UMHB discussion which pertained to possible use of facilities and/or 

partnerships with certain recreational activities.  No action was needed on the item. 

 

7. Board and/or Staff comments. 

Mr. Sinclair discussed the need for an electrical change to the boxes at the pitchers’ mound areas 

at Heritage Park Baseball Complex.  Mr. Sinclair said that Mr. Grant would be contacting the 

Belton Youth Baseball Association to follow-up. 

 



Mrs. Slade informed the Board that Belton Christian Youth Center is investigating a change to the 

Boys and Girls Clubs of America.  She explained that the BCYC Board goes to vote on February 

12.  Mrs. Slade said that the change would not affect the lease agreement if their 501c3 does not 

change.   

 

Mr. Pearson commented that he is receiving numerous telephone calls regarding the basketball 

league at BCYC.  He said that he has had calls purely based on the fact that people find out he is 

on Parks Board and believe that he can affect change within BCYC.  The calls have ranged from 

safety of the flooring, scheduling issues, cancellation of games, and sponsors issues.  Mr. 

Pearson said it is affecting families staying/playing in Belton. 

 

Mrs. Ring asked if there was City representation on the BCYC Board.  Mrs. Slade said no.  Mr. 

Pearson said that although the City has no legal course of action, something needed to change 

because people are associating outside entity sports with the City.  Mrs. Slade said that perhaps 

a meeting could be setup to discuss with BCYC to inform them of what is occurring. 

 

8. Adjourn. 

Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 6:36 p.m. 

 


